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Missing In the Copper Students Improve Public Access to Trails
Country?

We're pleased to be in the final stag-
es of the development of a new
book called Missing in the Copper
Country, by Keweenaw NHP Ranger
Lynette Webber. This fascinating
book highlights the changes in the
Copper Country's streetscapes and
landscapes, by transposing historic
images over modern-day scenes
from the same location.

Missing in the Copper Country start-
ed out as a multi-faceted program of
social media posts, temporary exhib-
its, ranger-guided programs, and in-
teractive youth programming. By
popular demand, IRKPA has decided
to make it available in book format,
with expanded text and maps.

Annual Meeting

This year’s annual membership
meeting will, once again, be held
virtually. Our board members are
collaborating with representatives
from both Isle Royale NP and
Michigan Tech University, so it’s
bound to be worth tuning in. We’'ll
send out more details, including how
to participate virtually, as the time
nears. We hope you’ll join us!

By Steve Delong, Landscape Architect

In 2020, as many people hunkered down indoors to telework and
connect with others virtually, a youth crew working at Keweenaw
National Historical Park spent their summer working outdoors. Four
high school students and a college student crew leader cleared brush
and vegetation from nearly 2.8 miles of historic railroad grades at the
Quincy Mine Site.

This work opened several trail corridors for visitors to explore the
surface workings of the historic copper mining site. By reclaiming the
historic rail grades, pedestrians can more easily access and explore
wooded and remote parts of the site for enjoyment and
understanding.

Students removed vegetation to improve trail access. (NPS Photo)

Continued pedestrian use on these trails is anticipated and encour-
aged. Future improvements will include accessible, crushed stone
surfacing and interpretive signs and/or media, as funds permit.

This year we anticipate the youth crew will return to the Quincy Mine
for a couple of weeks to help with landscape preservation. The work
will include removal of debris and non-historic items, removal of vol-
unteer vegetation from the interior of the blacksmith shop ruin, other
vegetation removal at selected areas, and lawn improvements near

the Quincy Mine facility identification sign. _
(Continued on page 7)
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“Wild” Life on Isle Royale in 2020

For many of us, an encounter with a wild animal on Isle Royale is
the highlight of our trip. Some lucky folks actually get to study the
island’s wildlife as their job, and thanks to Park Ecologist Lynette
Potvin, who passed the data along to us, we can share in the
excitement of their research.

In a typical year, the island hosts about 200 researchers, but in
2020, due to COVID precautions, only 40 were permitted to work
on the island. Considering this limitation and the six week delayed
start, the following research results are quite impressive.
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¢ 16 bald eagle nests were occupied, B =
with 16 chicks confirmed and 16
successfully fledged, the highest
ever recorded on Isle Royale

¢ 36" year of loon surveys on Isle
Royale; 208 adults documented
(long-term average is 220), 44

N potential peregrine falcon nests,
but only 1 juvenile was con-
firmed. The nest at Passage Is-
land was not successful for the
first time since 2012.

¢ As of April 14, 2020 there
were 5 uncollared and 9 GPS-
collared wolves on Isle Royale.

Loon with chicks, S. Ausema

¢ 2020 was the first year of an alternative approach to the long-
term moose census carried out by Michigan Tech. Park staff, in
partnership with Grand Portage and SUNY-ESF, used a double-
count distance sampling framework from a helicopter and es-
- - timated a population of 584
~ moose.

¢ 34 beavers were caught in
live traps in the Rock Harbor
Channel and Tobin Harbor; re-
~ searchers gathered data includ-
“d ing body measurements, collect-
~ ed samples relating to diet and
genetics, and inserted tags to
mark beavers for recapture in
future surveys.

Beaver, S. Ausema

Grants Supporting Local
Heritage

by Sean M. Gohman, PhD

This February, the Keweenaw NHP
Advisory Commission kicked off its
annual Keweenaw Heritage Grant pro-
gram. Since 2008, this annual program
has helped local partners preserve
and interpret resources and stories
related to the Keweenaw’s nationally
significant copper mining history, from
preserving buildings and landscapes to
interpretation and museum collec-
tions. The Advisory Commission will
be offering up to $125,000 this year to
qualified applicants. The ongoing
Covid-19 pandemic has caused signifi-
cant disruption to the heritage indus-
try of the Copper Country, with many
Heritage Sites unable to open for visi-
tors last year. In 2021, it is anticipated
that most sites will be open for the
summer season, with some modifica-
tions to meet safe capacity and dis-
tancing guidelines.

Last year’s Heritage Grant Program
pumped nearly $125,000 into the local
heritage industry, and helped several
sites and organizations plan for Covid-
related restrictions on visitation, con-
duct maintenance of buildings and
resources, and design non-personal,
self-guided interpretation services
that work around some of those re-
strictions. The Commission is pleased
to know this year’s grant program will
continue to deliver these much-
needed funds to help the local
heritage industry succeed in these
challenging times.

*Sean Gohman is the Executive Director of
the Keweenaw NHP Advisory Commission




LIFE

Shirley Ala

David Albano

Sheila Albrecht-Irwin

George & Velta Anast

John & Mary Anderson

Richard & Diane Anderson

Alfred & Beth Angeli

Samuel Angeli

Roger & Betty Antony*

Charles Armstrong*

Susanna & Mike Ausema

Jim Backus

Nancy Bain

Sara & Ronald Basso

Toxie Beavers

Len & Mary Beavis*

Robert & Phyllis Beery

Susanne Beilfuss*

Susan Benfield

Fred & Betty Bieti

Lynn Bjorkman & Arnold
Alanen*

David Blocker

Arthur & Sue Ann

Bombrys*

Joanne Broady*

Jane Bryan

John C. Waugh*

Anita & Paul Campbell*

Stephen Candell

John Carbott*

Larry & Sally Carr*

Sandra Carrigg

Ellen Caskey

Jill Caskey

Melba Clapp*

John & Sue Clover

Dave Conn

Marilyn Cooper*

Jean & Craig Coverdill

Stuart Croll*

Janet Dalquist*

Skip & Debra Dassler

Deanna Dawson

Ken Delong

Johanna Diepenhorst

Sue Drenkhahn

Nancy Dubrul

Mike & Connie Ducey

David & Annette Duchamp
Janet Dunn
John Dunn*
Pam Dyke
Ronald & Barbara Eckoff*
Mary Ellen Finch
William & Barry Elizabeth
Fink*
Hil & Marilyn Florek
Vic Foerster*
Sherilyn Fowler
Brian & Cheryl Fox*
Janet Franczek
Martina Friedeberg
Paul Gabriel*
Chris & Peg Gale*
Donald & Amba Gale*
Steve Gale
Thomas & Kendra Gale
James N George, MD
& Rebecca K Morgan, MD
David & Barbara Gilbert
Fred Greenwood*
Linda & Bob Guiliani*
Mary Hakala
Edward & Debra Halcomb
Tom Hall*
Tina Marie Hallberg*
Kurt Hansen
John & Heidi Harlander*
Douglas & Jan Harris*
Jerry & Connie Hendrickson
Doug Hippe & Lisa Kinney*
Karen Hollowood-McCoy &
John McCoy
TC Howery*
Joshua James Hudson
Sue Huntington*
Charles & Patricia Jarvi*
Wendel & Judith Johnson*
James & Barbara Kackley*
Dr. Thomas &
Mrs. Debra King
Glen Kivela*
Paul Kotila
Gerrie Kupper*
Russell & Suzanne La Beau*
Doug & Mary Lake*
Dennis Lakomy
& Darlene Frederick*

Heather & Marcus LaManna

Alvhild Larson
Paul & Kathy LaVanway, Sr
Dr John & Karla Lawton
Patricia Lee Musselman
Robert & Maria Lohrmann
Bill & Carol Ludemann
Mike & Barb Madden*
Christine Manninen
Elaine Martin*
Robert McEnroe*
Robert & Barbara
McTaggart*
Bruce & Renie McVeety
Grant & Marilyn Merritt*
Tom & Karen Mertaugh
James Mertens
Gail & Doug Miller
Steve Miltz-Miller
Margaret Moehl
Bruce Monroe
& Cynthia Giacobone
Todd Moore
Tom Moore
Arleen Morrissey*
Paul & Linda Moscherosch*
Richard Mosteller
Martha Myers*
James & Laura Nelson
Patrick Ness*
Pat Noordsij & Dave Jones
Janet Parker*
Jim & Mare Payne*
Marianne Perkins
Rolf & Carolyn Peterson*
Joan & Gary Pethe
Richard & Diann Pickard*
Greg & Mary Pilbeam*
Dr Merle & Barbara Plagge
Marshall & Dawn Plumer
Alison & Art Pontynen
Bob & Kay Pusakulich*
John & Betsy Quail
Daniel Rambo
Bill & Karen Regan
William Ribich
Suzanne Righetti
James & Bonnie
Robertson*
Dan & Betty Rogalla*

William Roorda
Bill & Nanno Rose*
Elizabeth Rossini*
Susan Ruddy
Darcy & Bob Rutkowski*
Ron & Debbie Sanders
Kent Schielke
Russ Schipper & llse
Gebhard
Noreen Schoener
Cathy Schroeder
Robert Schulz
Ken Seaton
Philip Shelton*
Vaughn & Terri Snook*
Ken & Sue Socks
Dave Speranza*
Larry & Mindy Sporer
Leo Stern
Robby & Andie Stewart*
Robert Stottlemyer
Norma Lee & Doug Stuart
John Sulewski*
Kenneth & Susan Suppes*
Robert Swanson, Jr
Dave Swearingen
& Princesa VanBuren
Kris Sweeney
Robert Swendrzynski*
Tom & Liz Szpond
David Tattan
Heather Anne Thieme*
Richard Thomas
Virginia Thomas
Steve Trynoski*
Sharon Turovaara
Donald Udelson
John Van Westenburg
Jerry Van Wormer*
David & Miriam Vinton
Michael & Deborah Ward
Bruce & Katherine Weber
Clifford Wetmore
Charles White
Kathryn Wilson
Peter Wimberg*
John Winn
Jacqueline Worden*
Charlie & Sue Zamzow*

*2020 additional donation
# deceased



PATRON

Jerome Chappel*
Jeff Christensen
Mary & Loren Clifford*
Steve & Chris Dahlberg*
Robert Dawson
John Delap
& Tracy Hosterman*
Karen Dressel
Virginia Feleppa*
MJ Fleischman
James Foss*
Jack Gale & Sandy Joos
Christine Goepfert
James Grady*
Phyllis & Jay Green
& Family*
N. T. Halvorson, Jr.
Bonnie & Jim Hay*
Dave Herbster
& Meredith Morgan
Alison Kim Hoagland*
Susan Holm & David Wexler
John Ingersoll
Jerry & Trish Jones
Mary Klonowski
Joseph & Mary Konieczka
Larry & Lucy Lane
Barbara & Rolfe Leary
Dr Karl & Kathryn
Lemmerman

Ron & Till Carf\/;zr'ig:ﬁt S B

Kristi L|nk & Geof Smlth

Mlche||e Anctll
Charles Anderson
John Ausema
Randy & Maria Barnes
James Beckett*
Benjamin & Marcie

Bertelsman
Steve Blackburn

& Tony Villa-Real
Martha Boetcher
Mary & Philip Borkowski
Phil & Jo Ann Bryant
Karen & Mike Burmester
Lisa Cleckner
Ronald Clise & Alexandra Coon
Dennis Collison*
Sally Connolly
Mike & Sylvia Cooper
John Corbin
Robert Dumas
Jan Ferris
Frank & Emily Fiala*
Ernie Flamont*
Anita Foss*
Francis & Carolyn Fota*
Larry Fuerst

Karen & Mlchael George

Ken & Sue Larson
Helen Laux
Rae Leggett
Paul Lessner
Larry Lowe
Steven M. Chorkawy*
Janet & Bob Marr*
Dan Matney*
Lou & Peggy Mattson
Lauri Mendelsohn

& Daniel Dunn
Sharon & Michael Mousel
Tom, Valerie & Steve

Musselman
Rod & Suzanne Niemann
Mike Opel & Elli Schaefer
Linda Ott
Mary Ottensmeyer*
K Elaine Owens*
William & Ursula Paine*
Tina & Bob Patterson*
Mary Peters
Michael & Barbara Pflaum
Peter Pollock
Jacqueline & Ronald
Polomski*

Gene & Arlene Radtke*

orbert & Sandra Thieme*

' Greg Thominet

Marc Traver*
Karen Vigmostad
Ken Vrana

N@Jsh ~
Frank & Susan Weaver

Alan West*
Sandy Wilhoit*

HOUSEHOLD
Mark & Ginger Ambrose
Sue Anderson
Sue & Steve Andraschko*
Jan & Terry Black
John & Kathy Bowman
Jeanne Buccigross

& Lianne Novak*
Donna & John Buckley
Jill Burkland & Randy
Freisinger
William & Debbie Byrd*
William & Helen Campbell
John Carlson*
Devin Earl Casey
Lisa Dahl
Maureen Darmanin*
Ted & Melissa Dohnal
Hal & Ann Evensen*
Kelli & Stanley Flory*
Charles & Barbara Goodwin



Michele Gordon

& Rex Hendrickson*
Chris & Cary Grover
James Hagan*
Steve Harold
Dan Haugen
Mary Hindelang & Mark Silver
Jill Hodges
Robert and Merrill Horswill
Bill & Karen Howe
Marti & Joseph Hunt*
Jo & Alan Ingman*
Margaret Janovetz-Casey
Kenneth & Sarah Jerina*
Nannette & George Kean
Katie Keller & Corey Process
Gretchen Klasner*
Edward Klunk
Linda & Ed Kmit
Ray & Jill Koivunen
Ron & Jeanette Koski
Christine Kosmowski*
Eileen Kreiner*
Sandra Kritzer
Craig & Jeanne Kurtz
Ray & Gerry Larson*
David & Elizabeth Larwa
Bill & Nancy Leonard
Cinde Lippold-Owen

& Chris Owen
Carolyn & Mike Luptowski*
John & Ann Mahan
Joel Brown & Eleanore Maurer
Dave Miess & Sandy Schlosser
Dennis & Rae Monsere
Patsy & Jim Mortimer
Robert & Denise Morton
Paul & Pat Padden
Jane & Dave Pallin
Susan Rasmussen

& Nancy Malinowski
Lynne & Jamie Robertson
William Roth
Peter & Marylyn Ryan
Norm & Sue Scott
Debra & Marschall Smith
Michael Smith & Judith Doyle*
Rachel & Chris Smith
Lacey & Chris Stevens
Ben Stotler*
Fran & Denis Stotler
Greg Stotler
Denice & Steve Swanke

Veronica & Richard Telfer
Kate & Carl TerHaar

Dick Thiel

Luke Thominet

Randy & Karen Travelbee*

Michael Trenary

& Wendy Greenhouse

Valorie & Keith Troesch
Christine Vocke
John & Leah Vucetich
Phoebe Waugh
Doug Welker

& Marjory Johnston
Lyn & Debbie Whiston
Mary Wilson
R.A. Winrich
J Edison & Jesse Woods*
Lawrence & Mary Zipp*

INDIVIDUAL
Vilma Amberg*
Christopher Amidon
Audrey Anglin
Jim Arden

Hans Arlton

Ruth Baker
Margaret Bartelt*
Lynn Beck
William Beckman
Myrna Berlet
Dianne Berry*
Jim Bielecki*
Jeffrey Boester
Randy Brazelton*
Elizabeth Brende
Karen Brink
Marsha Cannon
Michael Carry
Mary Caskey
Susan Casper
Nancy Cassano
Daniel Cerys

Eric Chapman
Michael Chappel
Stephen Cheaney*
Brian Clark*

Judd Clover

Jeff Conderman
Jim Cooper*
Ranessa Cooper*
Judith Corning
Katherine Cox*
Shawn Creger

Michele Devlin*
Gary Dewey

Craig Dogger
David Dogger
Joseph Earle
Susan Elsner

Tom Ferranti
Conrad Flessner, Jr.
Jo Foley*

Tykie Ganz*

Frank Giblin*
Michelle Gobely*
Patrick Gorski
Elaine Harrington
James & Cathie Hatch*
Pam Heide

Ben Hocker*

Les Homan

Debby Jennett
Allan Johnson
Michele Karl

Paula Key

Kathy Koenig
Susan Kramer
Christopher Kubik
Doug Lake, Jr.
Jeanie Lands
Stephen Lesjak
Library of Michigan
Russell Magnaghi*
Margret Malone
Jon Markley, MD
Mary Lou Marshall
Chris Martin
Jeremiah Mason
Dick Maurer

Leslie Mertz
Gerald Michalski
Nancy Murphy

Anne Okonek
Sheree Peterson
Pam Pipkin

Abigail Pontynen
Nicholas Posak
Linda Ramsden*
Jane Reagan

Anna Ronk

Steve Rosswurm#*
Susan Rubick
Susan Salgat

Zack Shaver
Napier Shelton
Robert Sherman
Margaret E. Smith*
Teri Snell Power
Paul Sobota
Russell Stabile
Matthew Starke
Barbara Stewart
David Theune
Jennifer Thominet
Carol Ann Todd
Robert Traczyk
Michael Tremblay
Emmett Walsh
Dean Warlin*
Robert Welsh

Jeff Westendorf
Joanne Westphal
David Wheeler
Sandra Whitmire
Sr. Jeanne Wiest, O.P.
Carol & Grant Wilford
James Willoughby*
Barb Woodhull*
Brent Wurfel
Joseph Zychowicz

THANK YOU to each of our members!
We apologize for any errors or omissions in this
list. Please let us know if there’s a discrepancy
and we’ll correct it in the next edition.



Despite a world-wide pandemic in 2020, the Isle Roy-
ale and Keweenaw Parks Association came through
the year in pretty good shape, due to the generosity
of our members, our collaborative relationship with
our NPS partners, and the dedication and extra effort
put forth by board members and our fantastic staff.

After record-breaking sales of $203,228 in 2019, our
gross sales in 2020 were only $65,516. This was un-
derstandable, given the extensive closures at our
park visitor centers. Isle Royale NP and Keweenaw
NHP both operated at a much-reduced capacity. All
commercial ferry service was cancelled, limiting
transportation options to private boat or seaplane.
Both island visitor centers operated under reduced
hours with limited capacity for browsing. Conse-
guently, IRKPA chose to focus our efforts on
providing our “top 50” best-sellers in those
locations. :

In order to offset the lack of income
from sales, IRKPA made a special
“Covid Appeal” to our members on
Giving Tuesday, and you responded
generously! Although the pandemic
created financial anxiety for many
people, we were fortunate that our
annual donations and membership dues
were quite close to the 2019 levels.

IRKPA’s botany and night sky photography work-
shops, which had been reserved at maximum capaci-
ty, had to be cancelled. This was not only disap-
pointing to the participants, but also further affected
our bottom line.

While our income was down considerably from the
previous year, our expenses were also down a pro-
portionate amount. Our staff was careful to order
only the items they were certain would sell and
worked much-reduced hours. We postponed our
search for an Executive Director, with board mem-
bers and staff covering the additional responsibilities.

One of the highlights of our (virtual) annual meeting
was a presentation on the new Minecraft Project that
Keweenaw NHP initiated in 2020, which is the first

project of its kind in the NPS system. IRKPA helped
facilitate the purchase of the specialized computers
that the project required, and we are excited about
the small role we were able to play in this ground-
breaking project. Another highlight was an update
on Missing in the Copper Country, a book that IRKPA
is in the process of publishing. We received a $4,000
Keweenaw Heritage Grant from the Keweenaw NHP
Advisory Commission, which will support the book’s
printing. Several board members have been working
closely with the author, Interpretive Ranger Lynette
Webber, and staff from Keweenaw NHP to complete
the final layout, editing, and printing of this new
publication, which will be available for sale this year.

IRKPA supported Isle Royale NP by paying for the
publication of the Greenstone newspaper and
funding the purchase of a remote camera
for the wolf reintroduction work. We
also provided funding to Isle Royale to
expand and support the monitoring
of rare plants of the island’s rocky
shoreline community. This new bo-
tanical survey work is a follow-up to
surveys that were done in the early
2000’s and in 2016. This project was
to take place in 2020, but had to be
postponed to 2021. Both the remote
camera and botanical survey were funded
by a generous donation from an IRKPA member.

We look forward to returning to the level of support
that we have provided both parks over the past few
years, and we anticipate that there will be a lot of
pent up demand by our members and other visitors
to visit both of our awesome parks in 2021.

2020 2019
Donations and Grants  $31,831 $40,313
Membership Dues $17,965 S$18,690
Net Workshop Income  SO* $11,100
Sweepstakes $1,895 S 1,470

*Workshops cancelled in 2020
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Where on Isle Royale? “Where in Keweenaw NHP?” Winner

IRKPA life member Marshall Plumer accurately iden-
tified Fort Wilkins Historic State Park, one of KNHP’s
Heritage Sites, as the location of the mystery photo.

Marshall said, “/
performed 1st
Person Living
History there in
the summer of

1986, portraying i ;
a post-civil war @’&L
ez

sergeant. On

one particular A

day in the mess hall, | brought an elderly woman to
Do you know Isle Royale well enough to identify tears, and then she nearly brought me to tears as |
this location? If so, email susanna@irkpa.org and portrayed my role. Turned out she was a cook in the

include a E>ersc.>nal Seelny or.memory abou.t the turn of the century logging camps. | never came out
place. We'll print our favorite responses in the ”
of character.

next edition of the Wolf’s Eye!

Located in the northern Keweenaw Peninsula near
Copper Harbor, Fort Wilkins Historic State Park fea-
tures a restored 1844 army military outpost, which
was built to keep law and order during the Copper
Rush of the 1840s. The lighthouse below, built in
1866, is also part of the state park. The fort will be
open for visitation from early June through Septem-
ber. Living history programs are offered most days in
and around the fort, through mid-August.

“Weather” or Not?

Do you ever wonder what the weath-
er is like on Isle Royale? Here are
some interesting statistics taken from
the Ojibway Weather Station in 202

Strongest wind gust: 64 mph
Hottest temperature: 88° F

Coldest temperature: -11° F
Ojibway Tower Copper Harbor Lighthouse (Photo: Steve Trynoski)
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800 E Lakeshore Dr

Houghton, MI 49931-1869

906-483-8877 or 906-483-8899

email: susanna@irkpa.org website: www.irkpa.org

f Facebook.com/IRKPA
www.paypal.com/fundraiser/charity/1916032

IRKPA is the membership-based nonprofit partner of Isle
Royale National Park and Keweenaw National Historical
Park. Gifts, bequests, memorials, and membership dues
are U.S. tax deductible.

Individual $25
Sustaining $100

Household $35
Patron $250

Supporting $50
Life $1,200

Marilyn Cooper, Emily Fiala, Sonia Goltz, Kay Pusakulich
(President), Dan Rogalla, Darcy Rutkowski,
Steve Trynoski, Alan West, Sandy Wilhoit

Britt Teliin, Sales & Visitor Services Manager
Susanna Ausema, Membership Outreach Manager and
Wolf’s Eye editor

Check ‘Em QOut!

Our retail sales are on the rebound after being highly
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. Check out these great
new sales items! Shop at: www.irkpa.org/shop

New holiday ornament highlighting
Michigan’s National Park sites!

Brand new, 2-sided
collector’s token!
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